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	Plato Seriously?  I hate all of this Facebook stuff…I can’t believe that I didn’t know how to upload my pic.
Today at 10:34am 
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 · Like · Comment
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 John Locke likes this.
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	Skinner  Hmmm…funny…seems to me, you should know how to do all of this.

Today at 11:05am · Like
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	Piaget  I always have to get a more experienced person to upload for me…I just don’t get where those files go and I always forget that they are even in my computer… 
Today at 11:08am · Like
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	Plato  Yeah, with you it is always, “out of sight, out of mind,” you know?  ;-p
Today at 11:43am · Like
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	Skinner  Hey, Jean, Locke said that he would accept your friend request if you posted those pics of you guys in the lab!!

Today at 2:37pm · Like
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	Piaget  You guys just don’t get it…would if I could… I am just trying to figure out how to even look at everyone’s photo albums, let alone create an entire photo album of my own!  Trust me, I’ll have it all figured out in no time.
56 minutes ago · Like
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	Skinner  A bit developmentally challenged??  LOL!!  Well, you did a great job with your pic…put up another one…would love to see more from you.
50 minutes ago · Like
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	Plato  Ease up, Skinner, I wouldn’t be making such a big deal about these pictures…

4 minutes ago · Like
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For my parody, I thought it would be clever to have one long exchange of banter between the three learning theorists who I feel are completely different in their theories on learning:  Plato, B.F. Skinner, and Jean Piaget.  I originally thought it would be funny to create their profiles as if they were babies who were just learning about things in the world, but then changed my mind because men their age, had they been around now with the technology of Facebook, would still find themselves participating in a learning process.
I started with Plato who makes an exasperated comment about not “knowing” how to upload a picture onto Facebook.  I found that this comment from Plato would be the perfect springboard to invite dialogue from Skinner and Piaget.  Plato’s opening status update is meant to address his theory that learning is innate, therefore, of course he is dumbfounded that he did not know how to upload a picture into his Facebook profile.  According to Plato’s theory on learning, if a person has enough knowledge to try or ask or about something, then that person has enough experience to comprehend a task such as uploading a picture on Facebook.  Skinner is the first to reply to Plato with the comment about it being ironic because of Plato’s belief that people possess knowledge at birth and come into the world with a particular amount of prior knowledge of the world.  I am not always certain what Plato’s “knowledge is innate” belief always means, and when I think of it, perhaps I oversimplify it when I try to attribute his theories.  For instance, in Perspectives on Learning, there was mention of some Meno dialogue that states what I previously mentioned about a person knowing enough if he/she knows enough to ask.   So, the irony is that Plato should know enough about Facebook since he did have prior knowledge of it and Skinner called him out.  Finally, in Plato’s last comment, I was addressing his whole idea of how what one “sees” should not always be mistaken for reality.  Rather than the “shadows on the cave wall,” Plato is warning Skinner that knowledge gained from pictures should not be mistaken for true learning of reality.
B.F. Skinner’s comments (aside from the first one that I had him make towards Plato’s original update) are all related to learned behavior in response to a reward.  Skinner replies to Jean Piaget’s comment about uploading pictures and this comment is referencing an extrinsic reward; Skinner attempts to form a behavior in Piaget (learning to upload pictures) by offering a reward (having a friend accept his friend request).  According to Skinner, learning can take place as a result of both extrinsic and intrinsic rewards.  I created Skinner’s last comment as a reference to an intrinsic reward to condition a particular behavior.  Rather than offering something animate as a reward, the second comment that is directed to Piaget is praise that is meant to encourage a particular learned behavior.  Since these Facebook exchanges were a brief exchange, the only issue that I had with Skinner’s reward-response learning theory that I am trying to portray does not accurately depict his belief that rewards should not be given for every time the desired response is exhibited.  In reality, had this Facebook exchange actually occurred, Skinner may have greatly praised Piaget’s next photo uploading, which would be meant to encourage much of the same behavior, but Skinner would not continue to praise for the same act every time Piaget uploaded photos.  In the end, Skinner would have been satisfied to see Piaget become proficient at photo uploading and attributed it to the simplicity of learning that results from rewards.
Jean Piaget was selected because his of theory on the cognitive structures of development.  Granted, at the age that Piaget is depicted in my parody, some of his dialogue would be considered infantile in terms of the level of knowledge that a man of his age would possess, but it does make for a humorous reply for anyone who is familiar with Piaget’s stages of cognitive development.  Piaget’s reply stating that he always forgets that his pictures are on his computer is in reference to the first developmental stage, the sensorimotor stage that takes place from infancy to age two.  This comment is specific to Piaget’s theory on the concept of object permanence, obviously, where Piaget would upload digital pictures onto his computer, then once they are away in some file, he would forget about them since they are not always visibly present in his surroundings.  It is in Piaget’s second posting that I had his ideas of the cognitive “structures” in mind.  His idea of a person adapting to their environment through stages of learning processes is what I had in mind when he says that he would if he could, but as far as what is expected in the fourth stage of development (formal operations), he is guaranteeing that he will have solved his problem of uploading pictures into Facebook.   The “would if I could” statement addresses the ordered structure of learning of Piaget’s learning theory.  Then, Skinner makes a final reply that pokes fun at Piaget’s entire learning theory.  Rather than joking about being technologically challenged, which would make more sense since this entire parody exchange deals with internet technology in a time and place where there are many people who do consider themselves technologically challenged, the final dig is, obviously, Skinner joking that Piaget is “developmentally” challenged.
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