Saturday, April 21, 2007:  Single Gender Teaching Strategies-TWO Academies @ Dent Middle School

CLASSROOM SETTING

· Girls:  Circle equates to community – “homey”

· Girls will take their shoes off and need a minute to socialize before instructional time
· Lighting, decorating, more orderly room arrangement (couch, over-stuffed chairs)

· Boys:  Not as important to have communal desk set-up

· Rows or box set-up – need space to perform or move around (allow boys to “move”)

· Note:  Boys often appear to not be listening, but will surprisingly answer a teacher’s question

· Boys respond to challenge (competition)

DRAMA DIALOGUES

· Nothing But the Truth – AVI & Monster – Walter Dean Myers (Both already in dialogue format)

· Out of 5 pages of text, what 10 lines summarize the point of the text 

· Becomes a SCAVENGER HUNT as opposed to COMPREHENSION TEST

· Good strategy to cover a lot of text in a short amount of time

· Groups than perform 30 seconds

· Audience/students write a summary of each performance

· Point of view, dialogue (writing) – MINI LESSONS

· Choose Literature that is gender specific and would be of interest

ANTICIPATION SLIDESHOW
· Develop a picture show that creates interest for each gender

· Survey students to find what the majority of them are interested in

· List of key words as well as a picture slideshow

· Horror story, lighthouse, giant rats, attack, rescue ships, human-eating, barge with meat, one goes insane, the second dies

· Whatever day you do this activity, BEGIN the story

· The closest one wins (w/out telling story) and then begin

BRING-ME REVIEW GAME
· Does not work for review/assessing, reading & comprehension, literacy; works for grammar, vocabulary, etc.

· Groups must be equal distance from facilitator – tape or object which keeps students behind the line
· Work in groups of 2’s and 3’s

· Award points for quickest, most correct, etc.

· Suggested play no longer than 20 minutes

· Come back into classroom and debrief

· Handout with all questions and flag those that need followup

· Develop mini-lessons from debriefing

· Modification with large groups

· Number the groups:  “This round, the 1 is the getter and 3 is the taker.”

ROUND-THE-ROOM PHOTO ALBUM

· Deep idea/theme works best with this strategy

· Girls can be given a time for completion and self-monitor while boys needs direction

· Photos can be gender specific

· Do not say anything about topic before the photo analyzing

· Get in groups (with large class) so that each can develop their own list; with a small class can do this on the board.

· This allows the girls to reflect and discuss

· Creates an atmosphere of a museum and allows physical movement

· Limit the response guidelines (can draw, etc.)

PICTURE BOXES

· Prep is a set of text of different pieces

· Each group gets a different text

· Each gets a handout with 6 boxes for each text

· Box 1 is a written summary

· Box 2 is a comic

· Box 3 is a drawing

· Box 4 is a poem

· ETC, ETC

· Gets to the point where they can develop their own box formats

· Spend time with one text and then move on to next text

· Can use it for a variety of concepts

· Grammar, parts of speech, etc. (“Pull out 6 adjectives…prepositional phrases, etc.)
· What are themes that you can pull out of the activity?

Literature for BOYS

Fallen Angels – Walter Dean Myers

Handbook for Boys – Character development

Tunes for Bears to Dance To – Robert Cormier

Bucking the Sarge – Christopher Paul Curtis

Freak the Mighty  (6th)

Max the Mighty (6th)

October Sky -  Homier Hickam (8th)

Lord of the Flies (8th)

Sharon M. Draper Trilogy – Tears of a Tiger, Forged by Fire, Darkness Before Dawn

Hoops

A Matter of Trust (Bluford Series)

Summer of Secrets (Bluford Series)

Tangerine – Edward Bloor

*Male Reading Strategy:  Begin the novel/book where the climax begins, reading just enough to create interest and curiosity, then move back to the start of the book.
Picture Books:  Rimshots, Blues Journey, Stealing Home, The Flag with Fifty-Six Stars, With Nonfiction, weapons of mass destruction, etc., Grossology

